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Most Christians Don't Vote in Primary Elections

Does that come as a surprise to you? It's a shame because it is typically at primary dieetions,
the one coming up on June 8, where we have the most choices. How often have you, or people you
know, complained that the elections in November are only a choice ‘between the lesser of two evils?’
Do something about it this year: pray, evaluate, and vote.

Government is a God-ordained human institution. And God calls his people to make a difference
in civil government, just like he calls us to impact other areas of society and culture, likeafaamily
church. Our churches help us grasp how we all have responsibilities in evangelism, discipleship and
missions, for example. Our churches also encourage us to better fill the roles that God has called
to, whether the role of spouse, parent, child, employer, employee, friend, neighbor, or some other
role. However, one of the responsibilities of God’s people that is often overlooked is our civic
responsibility, and one of our roles as God’s people that is frequently neglected is our rizleras cit

In almost every election there are strong Christian leaders running for office. Avoid lelitinglpo
commercials and direct mail make up your mind, and instead, peruse the candidates’ websites, go to
house parties, resist the temptation to vote (in November) simply by party affiliation, and ask thes
guestions as you consider the positions the candidates espouse: Do they have a consistent Christian
worldview? Do they understand key elements of God’s law? Do they encourage self government as
a means of limiting civil government? Do they demonstrate statesmanlike leadership? No-one is
perfect, but we should aspire to elect godly men and women to office - men and women who uphold
those issues most important to all Bible-believing Christians: the sanctity of human life, iehditio
marriage, social justice, and religious liberty.

We, as God’s people, must take these roles and responsibilities more seriously - especailyan Am
where “we the people” are the government! So, being the people, let’s get out there and vote in the
primary election! Do you need a ride? Someone from church would be happy to take you.

Pastor Michael

ESV1 Timothy 2:1First of all, then, | urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgiv-
ings be made for all peopléfor kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a
peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every wais is good, and it is pleasing in tsight

of God our Saviof, who desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.



The Session
Moderator - Michael Mudlaff

Class of 2010
Rick Eyerly
Gary Robinson
Jerry Tuinstra
Melinda Turnbull
Class of 2011
Chad Carlson
John Donaldson
Mark Scheve
Trent Vis
Class of 2012
Russ Harrison
Kevin Heer
Marsha Raisch
Kirk Yentes
Clerk of Session -Robin Riggins
Treasurer - Chris Brown
Assistant Treasurer - Aaron Pieper

Commission Deacons
Christian Education - Sandy Tuinstra, 2010
Fellowship - Regi Donaldson, 2010
House and Grounds- Hugh Sheppard, 2011

Missions- Gail De Graaf, 2010
Prayer - Paul Nelson, 2010
Stewardship- Mark Stadtlander, 2011
Worship - Chuck Heitbrink, 2011

Parish Deacons
Class of 2010
Linda Aldrich

Jeff Brady
Kay Cunitz
Nancy Schmidt
Diane Skinner
Myra Verros
Dawn Vis
Eric Wickemeyer
Class of 2011
Barb Asman
Jeannie Havnen
Brad Miller
Fran Nugteren
John Schwien
Lois Swartz
Kris Thompson
Donna Vorm

ppy
ANri Uersary
............... Larry & Wanda Bechtel
...................... Dan & Jan Geisler
........... Bernie & Becky Kobernick
.................. Bill & Wanita Oswalt

*lan Carlson 4.............Gary & Barb Robinson
.................... Jack & Barb Wilson

b George De Graaf 6 ....................... Paul & Sue Olson
4o Shirley MacLafferty 7 ................. Ron & Marilyn Long
4o, Genevieve Stogdill 8 ....... Brad Barron & Caron Moore
5 #*Luke Huffer 8. Jeff & Peggy Brady
5 *Ben Moss  9................. Pat & Mirium Alshouse
5 Sarah Moss 10.......... Michael & Sasha Mudlaff
5 Sarah Sharp 12................ David & Donna Vorm
D *Michelle Wilson 16.............. Wally & Alice Romans
B i Joy Dauterive 16................... Doug & Jess Kanis
B e Linda McMullen 16................. Aaron & Jodi Pieper
T e *Luke Kinney 16................. Frank & Lois Swartz
T e Karissa Stadtlander16............. Ashlee & Adam Wilson
T o] Lindsey Vis 17 ................... Bill & Evva Dawdy
8 +*Joy Hanneman 22 ............] David & Debra Liljedahl
10, *Bradley Sonnichsen 24 ................ Mark & Erica Scheve
R Stephen Boyd 24 ................ Scott & Amy Withers
11 Don Lanham 25........... Stan & Nancy Thompson
11 s Jerry Skinner 26............ Mark & Hanna DeGroot
12 il *Layle Soper 26...................Tom & Benae Duff
12 Melissa Wickemeyer 27 ................Tom & Janelle Leahy
14 s Karen Grimmius 27 ........ Kirk & Heather Sonnichsen
14 i, *Dylan Soper 30.................. Ann & Chris Hilton
14 Amy Withers 30...... +Jonathan & Becky Schuster
15 Mary Jean Petty
16 i, Martha Jane Petty
16, Heather Schultz \
16 i, *Drew Willcox SU ndae Su nday
17 Van Harden June 6, 2010
18 *Ben Huyser
18 Rod Welsher
19 i, *Daniel Gaumer A
19 Brad Miller
20......cccccei . 2Boman Sharp
21 Nancy Thompson
22 Donna Willcox
24 i Nyleve Taylor
25 +Brian Hanneman On the lawn or inside
26 . *Faith Gaumer Following Worship Service
28 Bob Schmadeke
30, Barb Springence cream, toppings, sprinkles!
30 i Brian Dixon

*Youth Member........ +Missionaries



Christian Education

Appreciation Breakfast

On Sunday, June 6 at 8:15 a.m. there will be a
breakfast for all Christian Education volunteers and
their families in the Hospitality Room. We sincerely
appreciate all the time and effort these people have
put forth this past year to teach and mentor adults,
youth, and children in their spiritual journey. The
following people will be recognized:

Adult Education: Chad Carlson, Chris Hagenow,
Van Harden, Kevin Heer, Dan Marvin, Paul Nelson,
Michael & Sasha Mudlaff, Mark & Erica Scheve Paul Nelson Installation & Luncheon

Men'’s Bible Study: Rus Harrison OnSunday, June 27Paul Nelson will be installed
Women'’s Bible Study: Benae Duff, Sasha Mudlaff, as our new Pastor of Senior Adult Ministries. Ev-
Mona Yentes eryone is invited to stay for a luncheon in his honor

New Life & BLAST (Student Mission): Amanda immediately following worship. Please plan to at-

Carlson, Mark & Hanna DeGroot, Alex tend and welcome our newest staff member.
Kloppenstien, Steve Randall, Trent & Dawn Vis,

Scott & Amy Withers, Molly Yentes
Nursery: Anna Admussen, Aubrey Alshouse, Peggy=rom the Prayer Commission
Brady, Amanda Hagenow, Rachel Heer, Jennie Meza, During the last Prayer Commission meeting, we
Brad Miller, Jodi Pieper, Erica Scheve, Lois Swartzshared from Lorne Sanny’s article, “How to Spend
Renee Van Gundy, Myra Verros, Donna Vorm, Sheria Day in Prayer.” He listed these guidelines: 1) Pray
Whitehead, Amy Withers on the basis of God’s Word, 2) Wait on the Lord, 3)
Preschool & Kindergarten & First Grade: Brian  Pray for others, 4) Pray for yourself. The results of
Dixon, Sasha Mudlaff, Danika Stadtlander, Sandy day in prayer will be: extended fellowship with God,
Tuinstra a renewed perspective, catching up on intercession,
First-Fourth Grade: Chris & Pam Brown prayerful consideration of our own lives before the
Fifth & Sixth Grade: Karen Admussen, Styles Lord, it will assist our spiritual preparation.
Stadtlander, Linda Wilde
WOW: Karen Admussen, Benae Duff, Gail De If you have prayer needs, please join the Prayer
Graaf, Somer Gillett, Rachel Heer, Dan Marvin,Commission members at the front of the sanctuary
Jennie Meza, Sasha Mudlaff, Erica Scheve, Nangyfter the worship service each Sunday. Whenever
Schmidt, Lee Turnbull, Jerry & Sandy Tuinstra,the church is open you are welcome to visit the Prayer
Sherie Whitehead Room on the Mezzanine level for a quiet spot to pray.
Kids of the Kingdom: Monica Brown, Amanda
Carlson, Gloria Huyser, Jodi Pieper, Erica Scheve, Please join the Prayer Commission and others on
Mallory Wickemeyer Sunday night, June 6 @30 p.m as we pray for the
Kid’s Own Worship: Karen Admussen, Vicki Bone, elections coming up that week. This is a pivotal
Pam Brown, Barry & Sharon Johnson, Sashelection in the life of our state and nation. Don'’t
Mudlaff, Sherie Whitehead miss this opportunity to join others in lifting these
concerns to God. We will be meeting in the
We sincerely apologize if we inadvertently omit-Children’s Worship Center.
ted any names! ... Paul Nelson, Prayer Commission Deacon



House and Grounds Update Stewardship Report

We have replaced all of the siding and some of theApril once again saw a significant drop of ingath-
sheathing on the front of the original building. Oldering, of over $2100 from our budget. We also saw
masonite siding was removed and replaced with ce- reduction in expenses that helped offset our in-
ment board siding. A big “Hat’'s Off" t&eric  gathering. The timing of our incoming expenses will
Wickemyer for heading up this project! soon catch up with the budget and we will be seeing

a shortfall of around $9600 YTD.

Next up on the docket is the installation of addi- If this pattern on ingathering continues we could
tional sidewalk lighting around the campus. We willsee a significant shortfall in our year-end budget of
have lighting along the sidewalks adjacent to thapproximately $20,000. The Stewardship Commis-
parking lot and leading up to the entrances. Thsion asks you to prayerfully consider your contribu-
additional lighting is needed for safety reasons. Thigon to our ingathering.

is being provided by the Memorial Committee. Here are the financial results for April.
Current Year Last Year
Please note that coming up in July, we will be haungathering $137,843.36 $146,939.78
ing an All-Church painting day. We will be painting Expenses  $142,047.91 $143,082.54
the Great Hall, classrooms, exterior entrances aridifference  $ (4,204.55) $ 3,857.24
touch-up as needed throughout. The date is tenta- ... Mark Stadtlander
tively set for July 24, so please mark your Stewardship Commission Deacon

calendars...more details will be coming on this.
Urbandale 4" of July Parade
If you would like to help build the™bf July float, Everybody loves a parade, so we are looking for
please let Hugh Sheppard (515-339-9944) knowolunteers to carry our church mission banner or
This will be done during the week of June 28. walk with our float onJuly 3 and hand out treats.

If you're interested in participating in the House Another opportunity to be involved is to come to
and Grounds Commission, please contact one of tlkhurch onJune 9 from 10:00 a.m.-noorand help
members or me. We would love to have you on thassemble the handouts for the parade. We will tie
team! candy canes to an informational bookmark about our

. .. Hugh Sheppard, church that saysesus is the Reason for every Sea-
House & Grounds Commission Deaconson!Please sign up in the Hospitality Room to be a
part of this community outreach.

June Communion Offering a Mission Commission Project
Do you know what THE MILITARY BIBLESTICK is? It's a small personal listening device pfe-
loaded with the Audio New Testament. It is specially designed for combat situations. It is blagk and
unnoticeable as it is worn. Wycliffe “Faith Comes by Hearing” has provided 40,000 already agd has
requests for many more from chaplains from every branch of the armed forces. The chaplafs give

They want to provide at least 30,000 more.
What can we as a church do? Could we provide for a company of 100? Could we spongpr one
from each family? We will start with this offering, and perhaps you would like to add to it adya fgm
or as a HouseKirk!!!
Thank you for considering an additional gift for the Communion Offering.

them on request. Each one costs $25, and includes one for a spouse and a child as a pachage deal



When Are My Kids Ready for Communion?
By Pastor Michael Mudlaff

On Children’s Sunday, and other times through- acceptable to the Sessionlh most cases,
out the year, our children are present for the Lord’s children meet with Pastor Michael before
Supper. Whenever children are present, they are they take communion for the first time.
intrigued and want to participate. How do we
know if they are ready to receive communion? So if your child expresses interest in communion,
These guidelines are for all who wish to partakehere are some helpful suggestions from the Session

1. Communion is only for believers in  to know if your child is ready to meet with Pastor
Christ. Therefore, anyone (child or adult) Michael or some of the other Elders:

who partakes in the Lord’s Supper must - Is your child regularly attending the Sunday
be able to give a credible profession of faith. morning worship service? If they are still
2. Preparation is strongly encouraged.We attending Kid’s Own Worship, they may not
schedule communion regularly so that we be ready to partake.
all come spiritually prepared. This means, - Is your child persistent? When a child be-
we should examine ourselves, our relation- gins to repeatedly express a desire to par-
ship with Jesus, and have confessed and take, that is a good time to set up an ap-
repented of any known sins in advance. If pointment to meet with Pastor Michael.
your child asks to receive communionjust - Does your child know what communion is
before or during the communion ceremony, about? If not, teach them. This will be one
they have not likely prepared. of the first questions they will be asked by
3. Participants are invited to partake. Our their Elders.
Book of Worship saysBaptized children - Has your child been baptized? If they have
may be admitted to the Lord’s Table pro- not been baptized and are not ready to be
vided they have appeared before the Ses- baptized by profession of faith, then they are
sion and professed their faith in a manner not ready for communion either.

Manhattan Declaration Worth the Read

Christians, when they have lived up to the highest ideals of their faith, have defended tlandveak
vulnerable and worked tirelessly to protect and strengthen vital institutions of civil societyitggvith
the family. It was in this tradition that a group of prominent Christian clergy, ministry leaddrscholars
(including Chuck Colson) released the Manhattan Declaration on November 20, 2009 at a presseonferen
in Washington, DC. The 4,700-word declaration speaks in defense of the sanctity of life, trawditioage, and
religious liberty. It issues a clarion call to Christians to adhere firmly to their convictitresenthree areas.

It's a detailed read to be sure, but one that is worth your time. “The goal of those whoah@ephed
the document is to build a movement - hundreds of thousands of Catholic, Protestant Evangelical, an
Eastern Orthodox Christians who will stand together alongside other men and women of goodwill in de-
fense of foundational principles of justice and the common good.” To check out the docunauttitat
the beliefs and convictions of Biblical Christians worldwide, go to www.manhattandeclaration.org.

Come, Join Summer Choir

If you'd like to sing in a choir for a brief time, be on hand for Summer Choir rehearsal afteivaorgh

Sunday, June 20 (and each third Sunday). We'll sing for worship service ori"tteng7each fourth
Sunday). We're looking forward to seeing you there.




From the Missions Commission

Our lives are so busy at this time of year with graduations,
luncheons, family gatherings, and we look forward to a quieter
time in June with more relaxation!!! Our missionaries often look
forward to even busier summers when mission teams come to
visit and help in the mission work, but love the visitors and the
work they come to share in for God’s Glory!!

RUTH HARBOR - The “Walk for Life” began in 43 degree
weather with a group of 235 brave people. So far, fund-raising
is at $27,000. This year more churches were involved, and they
received more media coverage than ever before.
They have hired new house parents for two years: Mike & Mary
Hain, who will move in shortly. Please pray for the young women
who will be coming to Ruth Harbor by God’s hand in their lives.
We passed out baby bottles on Mother’s Day, and we would like to have you fill them and sztuom th
Father’sDay, June 20. Thank you for your generosity in giving towards the needs at Ruth Harbor and the impac
on each life there.

CAMPUS CRUSADE FOR CHRIST - The Schmeidels write that they are raising up Christ-centered
laborers for a global spiritual harvest. There will be 120 people on 6 mission teams for 6 vgeskaher,
heading for the Middle East, East Asia, Uruguay, France, Australia, and Ghana, Africa. Ward basyeen
with them as they complete applications for travel visas and other preparations. The pictusesgrbtiyes

are on the bulletin board near sanctuary.

GREATER EUROPE MISSION - IRELAND Jonathan Schuster writes, “Is It a Coincidence?” He writes
about people having to leave Skerries due to jobs or other things, leaving a gap in the minisioy-the

Lord has brought new people there with similar gifts to take up where the others left off: mugtig,min
youth group ministry, etc. It is the Lord’s church He is building, and He knows the hands, feeskdig
needed in each church, and He provides!

Pray with them that their house in Grand Rapids would have renters, or they would have wisdade to dec
about that property. They will have 40 youth coming to Skerries, July 17-26, from Royal Servanizerg
tion. Pray for them and the work they will do there. Jonathan has a very full year-end schechrle to w
through at the Irish Bible Institute.

GREATER EUROPE MISSION - FRANCE As | write this, we have just sent off our mission team from
Des Moines to Lille, France, with hugs and prayers. They will be there for 10 days doing comstvadkio
and evangelization. By the time you read this, they will have returned and shared about tantripall
want to know how the Lord blessed and used them for His Glory!!

MISSION SUNDAY - Some of you told me this was the best one ever, and we were truly blessed by the
missionaries who came and shared their ministries. Henry Deneen writes his thank you to Westkirk fol
hosting him, for the children in Sunday School, for the opportunity to get to know us betteroHe als
expressed gratitude for our partnership with GEM and the role Pastor Michael has in establstsag-a ¢

tium of partner churches in the Des Moines area.

FREEDOM FOR YOUTH - Sherie Whitehead is working on details for the Mission Commission and the
youth group to provide and serve a meal there on a Tuesday or Thursday after school is oute\mEThaps
this month. We would be able to see more of their work there.

(Continued on the next page)



THE NAVIGATORS - Brett Strait writes that the Strait family has finally begun their own blog site. If you
are into this way to communicate, check them ouittat//thestraitupdate.blogspot.com

Mission statement:To support local and foreign ministries to enable them to make Christ known by prayer,
offerings, and service.

Mission Commission:Ben & Terrie Bishop, Cynthia Fisher, Darren Georgeff, Somer Gillett, Lois Lundgren-
Stecker, Dan Marvin, Julie Norem, Wendy Reed, Lois Swartz, Sherie Whitehead.

Gail De Graaf, Commission Deacon for Missions



Thank You Notes . . .

Westkirk Presbyterian Church, Westkirk Presbyterian Church,
Your kindness and thoughtfulness are deeply ap-Your kind expression of sympathy will always be
preciated by the Family of Bert Beckley. appreciated
Judy, Todd, Mark, JennigMeza)& Families Family of Doris Weaver
Dear Church Family, Thank you to my Westkirk family for helping to
Thank you for the beautiful green plant sent irmake my birthday so very special.
memory of Lee. And, thank you for your visits in Winnie Adden

the hospital, nursing home and Mercy Hospice.
A special “thank you” to Pastor Michael, Chuck, Dear Westkirk Friends,

Larry, and Elaine for the beautiful service. Thank you so much for your care and concern
| am thankful to have such a caring churchfor Jenean and our family and for the lovely flo-
family. ral arrangement for her visitation and funeral ser-
Sincerely, vice. | was so pleased with the service—it was a
Pat Gorman & Family great tribute to Jenean’s memory, and | will al-
ways remember it.
Westkirk Presbyterian, Jenean was a very special person and we miss

Thank you for the many prayers that were ofher but we are adjusting. God has been very good
fered on behalf of my mom during her illness. Wéo us and we have seen many prayers answered.
appreciate the words of support and encourageWe are so thankful for the time we had together

ment that were expressed. and | look forward to the time when we are in the
The flowers sent for her funeral were beautifubresence of the Lord forevermore.
and were appreciated by our family. Thank you for all your prayers—they are being
Wendy, Paul, Olivia & Elam Brisbois answered in ways we won't know until we are
Edgar Ehlers & Family present with God in heaven. At that time we will
understand how much He loves us and how He was
Dear Pastor Mudlaff: able to bring good from it all.
| want to thank you for allowing our HEED Warmest Regards,
Mentoring Mom’s group to use your facility on Don lverson & Family

April 22. We feel so blessed to have the privilege
to share spiritual wisdom with these newTo Our Church Family,
homeschooling moms and also some practical les- Thank you for your prayers as we traveled.
sons in regard to their children and families. Thank you also for the very nice plants.
Many of our moms have young children and have  Linda McMullen and Darlene Denison
not had to comply with the lowa state require-
ments yet so there were many questions we webBear Friends at Westkirk
able to answer and help them as they educate aile would like to thank Audrene Hansen, Sherie
direct their children in the ways of God. Whitehead, Robin Riggins, Helen and Le Main, Ron
You certainly have a lovely facility, and we trulyand Marilyn Long and Mary Watkins for creating

appreciate your generosity in allowing us to uti-and serving the Music Sunday reception on May 23.
lize the Children’s Worship Center for our ses-The entire choir appreciates your extra efforts and
sions. Again, thank you for being charitable withsupport of the ministry of music at Westkirk.
the wonderful gift God has given you. With sincere thanks,

Sincerely, The Westkirk Choir

Donna E. Shattuck
Mentoring Mom Coordinator



Westkirk Cookbook What Are Fighter Verses?

Recipe submission forms are available on the voFighter Verses are short passages of Scripture which
unteer desk in the Hospitality Room. Please use thige as a church have chosen to memorize each week.
form to assure uniformity. You may submit yourThe Scripture, day after day, reveals to us the great-
recipe(s) printed on the form or on line toness of all that God is for us in Christ so that by the
regidonaldson@live.comasing the form as a guide. power of the Spirit we find our joy in him and the
We request that all recipes be submitted by July Iyays of sin become distasteful — indeed ugly and
2010. If you have questions, please cRégi repugnant.

Donaldson(276-6263). Your Fighter verses for June are:
Proverbs 6:20-21 - to recite June 6
Senior Adult Opportunities in July Proverbs 6:22-23 - to recite June 13

Galatians 2:20 - to recite June 20

TuesdayJuly 13 a luncheon will r for all
u yuly uncheon will be served for a Galatians 5:22-25 - to recite June 27

Senior Adults in the Great Hall, beginning at 11:30
a.m. In addition to great Westkirk food, there will
be a brief devotional, fellowship and a “favorite Stephen Ministry Needs YOU!
hymn” sing. More details will be in the JuBhep-  Eyen if you are not a Stephen Leader or a Stephen
herdandWestkirk Weekly Plan now to attend. Minister, you play an important role in our Stephen
_ _ Ministry. Our Stephen Ministers need your prayerful
ThursdayJuly 29 the Senior Adult group will take gpport as they confidentially meet with their care
a field trip to Ames to visit th&eiman Gardens (ecejvers every week. Our Stephen Leaders also
aqd ea_lt lunch at the Hickory Park Restaurant. Dgjeeq your help in identifying people who might
tails will follow. benefit from a Stephen Ministry relationship. If you
see a friend, co-worker, neighbor, relative, or
. ) someone else who could use some extra Christian
Emeritus at Urbandale Recognizes care, tell that person about our Stephen Ministry and
Westkirk Volunteers get permission to refer her to a Stephen Leader.
A warm congratulations and thank you from yourPlease see or call Pastor Michael at the church
Westkirk church family to members Elaine Ericksonpffice, orKaren Breeding at 963-3954.
Paul and Donna Nelson, and Jack and Barb Wilson.
Along with Pastor Michael Mudlaff, these volunteers
were recognized and showered with gifts at the Vol-
unteer Appreciation event that was held at Emeritus
at Urbandale on Friday, April 23. Condolences
Our sympathy télugh and Deann Sheppardand
On the second Sunday of each month (and ontlae family and friends of Loretta Short, Hugh's aunt,
few other special occasions), this team leads wowho died April 11 in Scottsdale, AZ.
ship for the residents of Emeritus from 2 to 2:30
p.m. Emeritus at Urbandale is an assisted senior Condolences t&Vendy and Paul Brisbois.
living community that is known for its innovative Wendy's mother, Marcella Ehlers died April 20 in
approach to caring for seniors with Alzheimer’s orStorm Lake, IA.
dementia. If you would like to learn more about our
ministry at Emeritus at Urbandale (or at the Deerfield Deepest sympathy layton Kennedy and the
Lifespace Community on Wednesday mornings)family and friends oMargaret Kennedy who died
please contact Pastors Michael Mudlaff or PauMay 4 in Des MoinesA memorial service will be
Nelson. held at Westkirk on Friday, June 4.







Egypt

July 18 — 22, 2010
Vacation bible school
Have you been to Egypt? Have you ever wanted to see the pyramids and walk the Nile?

Have we got an OPPORTUNITY for you!!
Westkirk, along with Urban Heights church, are preparing a VBS program that will take you banektm ti
the world of ancient Egypt. You know - pyramids, that Pharaoh guy, and the Nile...sand, cangels, hier
glyphics, and mummies — all that fun stuffl Plus, we’ll be looking at the stojyseph. The
dramatic story of a guy wearing a colorful coat who is traded by his brothers into slavery -entdyfthd
himself as one of the most powerful men in all of Egypt - all to fit into God’s masterful plan.cétavs
that??

Where do | sign up??
In the Narthex at Westkirk, there is a display about VBS Egypt. Asign-up sheet will be plaeedrtiieu
may talk with Gloria Huyser or Karen Admussen, who will be eager to give you a job! Registratts sh
for families with kids are also there. You may also visit us onliret@t//www.groupvbspro.com/vbs/hl/
westkirk.

We can’t do vacation hible school without youl!

Family leaders — small group leaders who will guide a group of kids (choose an age group)
through the stations at VBS Egypt and lead devotional discussions at the beginning and at tea@nd of
night. If you love hanging out with children and sharing your faith, this is the job for you!

Marketplace shopkeepers — If you enjoy making crafts, choose to be a merchant in
our ancient Egypt marketplace! We will give you a craft and the supplies — you can assumetparmknti
help our children understand all of the perspectives of the Egyptian people at the time of doskpbw
people change when they meet God in the Marketplace.

Drama — This year will be different from last year — we have our Joseph, but need his guard Ramses
We also need a lot of friends to join us on Wednesday, July 21 for a special drama — if you catoconam
night, we’d love to have you!

Registration * nursery * floaters * snack helpers
Call Gloria Huyser (284-7443) or Karen Admussen (253 — 0330) if interested!



Westkirk Student Mission

Meet Our Youth Weekly Schedule
) Sunday School
Name: Ashley Norem Sundays 9 — 10 am. @ Westkirk
Parents: Julie Norem & Russ Norem
Siblings: Eli
School: Urbandale Middle School
BLAST
Grade: 8th Wednesdays 6:15 — 7:30 PM @ Westkirk
Birthday:October 21

. . Lo Sunday School
Favorite Movie: The Blindside Sundays 9 — 10 am.

Favorite Thing to Eat: Tacos

Favorite Thing to Do: Listen to music

and play sports

Interesting Fact: | like to play piano and New Life
Favorite Verse in the Bible: Psalm 23:1-4 Sundav Nights

Favorite Thing About Westkirk: The many opportunities to serve God  1st Sunday // New Life 6:30 to 8 PM

and have fun. ) )
2nd & 4th Sundays // New Life Hang Time

Calendar 6:30 to 8 PM
6/6 New Life Mission Trip Support Letters Due!!
6/13 New Life Hangtime @ Pastor Steve’s House 7 to 9 PM 3rd Sunday // Student Leadership Team
6/20 Flamingo Fundraiser Kickoff Sunday 6:30to 8 PM
6/27  New Life Hangtime: Mini Golf @ West Grand Golf (6450 Raccoon
River Drive) $6 // 7 to 9 PM Check westkirkyouth.org for more details

Happy Fathers’ Day Pastor Dads!!

The youth and | would like to take a moment to recognize and thank the fathers wheeeaehhéyeyungdanen

and women here at Westkirk. Thank you dads!! And as an encouragement to you mémarewathdallkef tos a

portion of an article by Pastor Justin Hyde at Christ Church of Brenham. Pastor Higlbedffexit dalisceffectively

pastor their families. He writes: “Many people ask me, “How do you pastor your fagrglif@mplareasswer this

guestion:

1. Routine My wife and I, and our children, have reasonably regular weekly schedules. Ouffifamaytiievotions
larger rhythm of our household (e.g., dinner, bedtime, etc.).

2.Intentional Eveningd am tempted to mentally “clock out” on my drive home, which would be easy. Yet | have tc
consciously prepare myself to give more energy, more attention, and more dedicated! fweils thsosminths
door and am greeted by my (children) and wife.

3.Time to PlayDads, (when you get home from work) your kids are ready to see you. Ready to kisRyou. Ready
Ready to build. Ready to read. And of course your wife needs this from you too. Serve them well.

4.MealtimeWe always eat dinner together around the dinner table. We celebrate. We laugh. &e joke.
silly faces. We eat great food. We hold hands to pray. We take our time. Our chigasil are watchi
learning and savoring all of this.

5.Clean UpAfter dinner we usually clean up. The children help with dishes, help put things apay, help c
Afterwards we relax. We play. We read,. We build towers. We go on adventures. i¢kéeexplore. We:

(Continued on the next page)



6.Bible TimeAt 7:30 PM, every evening, it's Bible time. We all gather in the living room; wedjétehe Bible
kids pile on my lap. Dads, it's important for you to call the family together. Get thiecBasileh&ino
you're reading. Lead your family.

7.Questions & Answerdfter we read a section of Scripture | ask questions. | ask questions about the st
about the characters, about the doctrines or themes within the story, about applynegitbvtes).tdr{our
addition to asking questions, our children also memorize the Small Children’s Cateclastn by Chris Sct
cannot overstate the importance of catechism in the home.

8.Family PrayeiThen we all pray together. We take prayer requests. And each of us pray. Sometimes |
kids to pray about certain things. Sometimes | ask the older to pray for the youngera@tonetimes it
Dads, you need to guard this time so that the children don’t grow to despise it. Tiisnoeesagoge a
graceful, loving, fun, sometimes silly, patient, and fruitful time. Be honest withamheyanotkids i@y
to care, how to be sensitive to others’ needs, how to articulate what they’re feelegy. Make discipl

9.Bedtime Now it's bedtime. Love those kids. Hug and kiss and tickle and snuggle like crazy.

10Explicit/ ImplicitMost of the above routine is explicit training and devotion. Yet each of those elements
the larger mosaic of what it means to be part of our family. (For example, the exyicitte@udpings a
others from Scripture are) paired with the implicit aspects of the daily spiritual deestopraenititiat
and mundane - the constant opportunities to listen to your kids, to talk to them, tdeslizhtam about
connect the dots between dinner and worship, to live a life of celebration and sawwitgeof Hoeiegit
devotion time is only as solid as the legitimacy of your devotional life.

May God help us pastor our families well. To read Justin’s article in fuiltpiéézassitgence.com/
how_i_pastor_my_family

Flamingos Are Coming to a Yard Near You!!

Warning! A flock of obnoxiously pink flamingos is scheduled to migrate to the Dés dvonnesr aned th
may be arriving on a lawn near you! It just so happens that the Westkirk youth haveimeehtspgaekally
action in the case of surprise flamingo migration and they’re ready to serve you.

Youth will be selling Flamingo Insurance to protect you and your loved ones from thesssivesaeiaty agg
freeloaders. Insurance will be made available through anAntifiEtzattieédyo Insurance Compaiingch will
be located in the Hospitality Room beginning Sunday June 20. Donations will be accéptederpeackange
of mind knowing that your lawn is in good hands. All donations will be used to suppusttiasWiWdstitirk.

If you choose to play fast and loose with your lawn you can also decline flamingo weut ahcauturt,a
such risky behavior will prove to have a high probability (100%) of a flamingo situmyiourdaaunritfig/ou
find yourself with a flamingo probleRtartiago Response Teaanhighly specialized team trained in avian
combat, capture and transportation, will remove the pink avian pests from your praperty for a donati

Members also have the option to “purchase” a migration path modifigedioonftoomtrol Inalso for a
suggested $20 donation. This purchase will strangely route these presumed unintdiiigisnontiightless
friend’s lawn. If you wish your identity to remain anonymous (because you are jystiraariipatnibiage an
invisibility clause for an additional $5 that will protect your identity. Keep in péayihgdiomihicoesponse

Team to clean up your mess in advance, but it is your responsibility to mak
your friend has a sense of humor and will not be on vacation at the time of flc

We cannot disclose the relationship between the Anti-Flamingo Insurance
pany, The Flamingo Response Team, Migration Control, Inc. and the Flarn
themselves. All that can be disclosed is that all proceeds will benefit student
try at Westkirk. Let the good times fly! If you have questions, please contact
Steve in the church office (253-0330).






Children’s Ministry

Children’s Worship Sunday: Thank you to all the children who did a marvelous job leading worship on
Mother’s Day. Special thanks to all the adults who assisted, including Gloria Huyser, Sasha Kadllaff,
De Graaf, David Lilledahl, Pastor Michael, Ferg Taylor, Elaine Hurst, and Myra Verros! Thanke also t
Hamilton Funeral Homes for printing the bulletins.

Extreme Faith Retreat: June 4-5 from 7:00 p.m.- 9:00 a.m. CLUB 56 will have an overnight of faith,
fellowship, and fun in the youth room. Current fourth-sixth graders are reminded to bring $Bibibem
softball glove, a change of clothes, toiletries, sleeping bag, and their medical release formaf/éheot
already filled one out.

Summer Sunday School:Beginning June 6, children in grades 1-6 will meet in the fifth and sixth grade
classroom foMy Faith & My Career. Each Sunday a different adult will visit with the children about how
their faith is reflected in their life and their job. Children in preschool and kindergarten atilinmbeir own
classroom for Bible stories, crafts, snacks, songs and games.

Promotion: Congratulations to the following sixth graders who will graduate from the Children’s Ministry
into BLAST, Westkirk's middle school program (Bringing Light and Sowing the Truth). These teens will
meet in the youth room for Sunday School beginning June 6. Spencer Bergeron, Ben DeCastro,sSkip Davi
Samantha Dixon, Daniel Gaumer, Ben Lanham, Madeline Leahy, Nicholas Littschwager, Micah Mudlaff,
Eli Norem, Brianna Rivers, Alec Sheppard, Shelby Soper, Nathan Vis, and Ellie Wilde.

Twin Lakes Bible Camp: The following children from our church will be attending camp this summer:
Senior High/Impact (8/1-8/6): Ashley Norem.

Junior High/Challenge (7/11-7/16): Anna Admussen, Spencer Bergeron, Sarah Johnson, Elizabeth Leonar
Micah Mudlaff, Eli Norem, Nathan Vis, and Mallory Wickemeyer.

Please pray that these children will have an enjoyable, safe time at camp and grow deep rasts in Chr

Parenting Tip of the Month: Keep Your Child’'s “Love Tank” Full

Think of your child as having a tank that needs to be filled with love. It can be drained slavslaatly.

When your child is misbehaving or moody, it may be that their love tank has emptied. Rathesctplamedi
maybe they just need to be held or have some one-on-one time.

Psalm 5:11-12, “But let all who take refuge in you be glad; let them ever sing for joy. Spreguotear

tion over them, that those who love your name may rejoice in you. For surely, O LORD, youebless th
righteous; you surround them with your favor as with a shield.”

Prayer Partners: Pray that the children will respect God'’s lordship over them and those he has placed in
authority over them. Karen Admussen, Director Children’s Ministry

Confirmation

We welcome and congratulate the following students
who were received as members of Westkirk Presbyte-
rian Church on May 9: Mallory Wickemeyer, Monica
Brown and Nathan Hoepker.

Baptism
On May 16, we celebrated the baptism of Michael

Allan Bakker, son ofVera Bakker and grandson of
Mark and Teresa Bakker.
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