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Remember the Joy!

ELuke 2:10 And the angdl said to them, “ Fear not, for behold, I-bring you
good news of a great joy that will be for all the people.”

Last December, on Christmas Eve, over 260 people (many guests and visi-
tors), gathered here at Westkirk for our Christmas Eve candlelight service. It
wasaglorioustimeof worship. | didn’t expect that many people, our parking lot
was in tatters and the weather was unusually cold. But, the carswere lined up
all the way around the circleto.Colby Woods Drive. It was so exciting!

WEell, asone of our Christmas hymnsfinished up (with Jason Jones playing the
trumpet), my then-three year old, Nathanael, from the front row announced for
scoresinevery directionto hear, ‘| don'tlikeitsoloud!” Now, isn’t that just like
kids these days? Always complaining about the volume of the grown-ups mu-
sic? It'sall amatter of perspective, | guess.

Now that Thanksgiving is behind us and Christmastime is here, may weall,
while we have a chance, take a deep breath, look at our schedules, and vow to
make time cel ebrating the birth of Christ our top priority thisyear. Let'sfocus
on Jesusand family, limitthe stressthat comeswith extraholiday events, ignore
the consumerism, spend reasonably, be patient standing in line and driving in
traffic, and allow the season of hope, joy and love, fill us with the wonder we
once experienced as children. Then when Christmas Eve comes, wewill all be
ableto go home, relax, and say, thiswasthe best Christmasin along, long time.
A Christmas filled with reminders of the good news of great joy that isfor all
peopl el
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The Session
Moderator - Michael Mudlaff

Class of 2008
George De Graaf
Chuck Heitbrink

RonLong

Kevin Riggins

Class of 2009
Kevin Heer
Marv Nugteren
Kirk Yentes

Class of 2010
Rick Eyerly
Jerry Tuinstra
Melinda Turnbull

Clerk of Session - Robin Riggins
Treasurer - Chris Brown
Assistant Treasurer - Aaron Pieper
Commission ChairPersons
Christian Education - Jerry Tuinstra
Evangelism/Fellowship - Van Harden
House and Grounds - Ron Long
Missions - George De Graaf
Stewardship - Chuck Heitbrink
Worship - Kevin Riggins

Board of Deacons
Class of 2008
Barb Asman
Dianne Glanzer
Bette Jones
Fran Nugteren
Kris Thompson

Class of 2009
Marilyn Long
Marillyn McCulloch
John Schwien
Sandy Tuinstra
Sherie Whitehead

Class of 2010
LindaAldrich
Jeff Brady
Kay Cunitz
Cynthia Fisher
Eric Wickemeyer

...................... Tammy Deviney
.......................... Steve Doleza
......................... Cora Springer
........................... EvvaDawdy
..................... Nicolas Hoepker
....................... Audrey Willcox
..................... Marilyn Lanham
........................ *EmmaBrown
......................... Barry Johnson
...................... Chuck Heitbrink
.......................... Casey Phipps
........................... Judy Schmidt
............................ Nick Benson
.............................. *ColeWeir
........................ *KaitlinMogle
.................. * Andrew Ackeland
......................... Wanita Oswalt
.......................... DeniseHarden
...................... Margaret Caster
...................... *Natalie Hansen

........................... *Tyler Mogle
........................ DarleneWilson

Annidersarg

16 ... Harold & JoAnne Cook
17 . Mike & Karen Grimmius
18 ., Paul & Wendy Brisbois
9. Butch & LindaCampfield
20 .. Marty & Ellen Kinnaird
26 . Dick & Irene Reed
26 ... Jerry & Sandy Tuinstra
26 ... Brent & DonnaWillcox
30 ., Greg & Nancy Schmidt

Dinner Concert a Hit

A full house of happy dinersen-
joyed a delicious gourmet meal,
then sat back and absorbed the
beauty of Advent music. It was
thefestive evening of the Westkirk
Choir’s Advent Dinner Concert.
Most guests spoke of getting on
the list for next year! The Choir
wishesto thank all who supported
thisyear’sevent.

199 Shoe oxes!

Thisyear Westkirk members and friends prepared 199 Shoe Boxesfor
Operation Christmas Child. These boxes may be the only Christmas
giftsthat some children receive thisyear. What ablessing that we can
provide help and continue to Know Christ and Make Him Known.
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Commissions meeting, 7:00 p.m.
Women'sBible Sudy (Mudlaff), 9:00 am.
Sephen Ministry, 6:30 p.m.
WOW, supper 5:45 p.m.; Choir, 7:30 p.m.
Financial Peace University, 6:30 p.m.
Prayer Shawl Ministry, 7:00 p.m.
Women'sBible Sudy (Yentes) 7:00 p.m.
Cookie Walk/Christmas Stor e, 8:00 am.-1:00 p.m.
* k %k * %
Sunday Schoal, 9:00 am.
Wor ship Service, 10:30 am.
New Life, 6:30 p.m.
Omega HouseKirk, 6:30 p.m.
Women'sBible Sudy (M udlaff), 9:00 am.
New Light meeting, 6:30 p.m.
Sephen Ministry, 6:30 p.m.
WOW, supper 5:45 p.m.; Children’s Program, 6:30; Choir, 7:30
DorcasCircle, 1:00 p.m.
Financial Peace University, 6:30 p.m.
Women'sBible Sudy (Yentes) 7:00 p.m.
Choir Dinner Concert, Fellowship 6:00 p.m., Dinner 6:30 p.m.
* *k * % %
Sunday Schooal, 9:00 am.
Wor ship Service/Communion,, 10:30 am.
New Life, 6:30 p.m.
Sunday Night at the Kirk, 6:30 p.m.
Session/Deacons M eeting, 7:00 p.m.
January Shepherdarticlesdue
Women'sBible Sudy (Mudlaff), 9:00 am.
BagpipersL uncheon, 1:00 p.m., Okoboji Grill
Sephen Ministry training, 6:30 p.m.
No Clan HouseKirk in December
WOW, supper 5:15 p.m.; Caroling, 6:00; Chair, 7:30 p.m.
Women'sBible Sudy (Yentes) 7:00 p.m.
* k *k % %
Sunday Schooal, 9:00 am.
Wor ship Service, 10:30 am.
Youth Christmas Sweater Party, 6:30 p.m.
Omega HouseKirk, 6:30 p.m.
New Light meeting, 6:30 p.m.
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service, 5:30 p.m.
Christmas Day, Office closed
Youth Shop & Ski trip, Minneapolis
* %k k x %k %
Sunday School, 9:00 am.; Wor ship Service, 10:30 am.
No New Life




Yes, We'll Have Poinsettias

There will be beautiful red blooms to adorn the
Sanctuary for Christmas. Please watch the Sunday
bulletin for order forms. All requests must be re-
turned no later than December 7. Forms and pay-
ment may be left in the special basket at the Wel-
come Center.

We will have 6 %2 pots available for $15 each.
Red is the color offered this year. Be sure to act
quickly. Reserveyour plant to display in the sanc-
tuary beginning December 14 through Christmas
Eve. Then you may take it home or to afriend.

December Dorcas Circle Plants may be dedicated in memory of aloved
Thursday, December 11 all ladies of the church  gng in honor of a specia event, or in honor of a

and their guests are invited to cometo Dorcas Circle  frjend, relative, or aministry. Just indicate this on
at 1:00 p.m. inthe Hospitality Room. L ou Heitbrink  your order form and return it with payment by the
will beleading usinafaithlesson called“Confronting 7t |f you require additional information, please
Evil” fromthe DVD seriesFaith Lessonsof theProm+  ontact Audrene Hansen, 243-1679.

ised Land: Crossroadsof the World. Dessert and bev- "

erages will be served by Lillian Nash and Dorothy
Olsen. Pleasejoin usfor faith, food, and fellowship.
For additional information, please call M oder ator
Karen Admussen (253-0330).

Two Holiday Events—One Day
December 6, 8:00 a.m. — 1:00 p.m.

COOKIE WALK CHRISTMAS STORE

Westkirk will hold the third annual CookieWalkin A saleof pre-owned Christmasitemswill beheld
the Great Hall. For those wishing to bake cookies,  in the Hospitality Room. In addition to regular
thereisasign-up sheet in the Hospitality Room. A Christmasdecorations, wewill beoffering Christ-
donation of afew dozen of each kind of cookieyou  masswest shirts, scarves, jewdry, craft and music
bakeisrequested. Helpisalso needed ontheday of  items, wrapping materias, paper goods, and what
the sale. If you can volunteer or have questions, haveyou. Pleasetell your friendsand neighbors
please contact Nyleve Taylor (324-3252) or Regi  about thissale. Offer to deliver their items with
Donaldson (276-6263). Thisevent isafund-raiser  yoursto the church. This event is afund-raiser
for Westkirk Youth. for the Deacons Fund, used to help others.

PLEASE DELIVER YOUR COOKIES AND CHRISTMAS ITEMS TO THE CHURCH ON
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 6, 5:00-8:00 PM




Covenant Sunday

What amoving sight on Novem-
ber 23! Member families and
friendscameforwardto placetheir
2009 Stewardship Pledge cardsin
a basket so that Pastor Mudlaff
could dedicateall pledgestogether.

If you were unable to bring or
mail your pledge by the 23, please
send it to the church office,
marked Attention Treasurer as
soon as possible. The Elders need
our pledgeinformationin order to
prepare a realistic budget for the
coming year.

Food Pantry Donations

The Deaconsthank you for your
faithfulness in contributing to the
areafood pantry. November gifts
amounted to 288 grocery items
and $480 in cash. You help bring
joy to many needy familiesin our
community.

Mark Your Calendar
now for the
Annual Meeting of the
Congregation of
Westkirk Presbyterian
Church
January 25, 2009

Advent at Westkirk

ThisAdvent season, we will celebrate with asermon serieson
the Mothers of Jesus, the special women in thelife of our Sav-
ior. There will be related Scripture readings along with joyous
Christmasmusic every week.

Each of the four Sundays of Advent we will feature a \West-
kirk family lighting the Advent candle and reading a message.

Please make plans with your family now to attend our tradi-
tional Christmas Eve Candlelight Service. Worship will be-
ginat 5:30 p.m. on Wednesday, December 24. Come and cel-
ebrate the birth of our Savior Christ Jesus with your Westkirk
family. And, invite your friendsto come along!

During this happy, holy season, special music is planned for
each Sunday and Christmas Eve:

December 7 Organ/Piano Prelude

Larry Kussatz, DebralLiljedahll

All Is\W&ll
Kids of the Kingdom

When | Pray
Stephanie Bratney, Soprano

December 14 Night of the Father’s Love
Born To Be The Bread
Westkirk Choir
December 21
We Three Kings

Just Like You Promised
Kids OwnWorship

What Shall We Sing for the Child?
Five Tenors and the Preacher
David & DebralL.iljedahl. Piano
December 24 Traditional Carols

Also during Advent, aspiritual, Savior Child, will be sung
by KevinRiggins.

J
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Westkirk Welcomes New Members

These new members were welcomed into the
Westkirk family on August 17 and November 16.
Following the morning worship service on the 16th,
aWelcome L uncheon was held for them, hosted by
the Elders to present them to their respective
Deacons.

Please take time to introduce yourselves to these
new family members.

Just as a remeinder for all our members, please
make sureto wear your nametags. Itreally helpsall
of usremember names.

Bryan & Sarah Sharp
303 4" Street, SE
Altoona, IA 554-2936
Phone: 554-2936
bs.sharp@mchsi.com

Paul & Donna Nelson
4140 100" Street
Urbandale, IA 50322
Phone: 480-4976

Scott & Amy Withers
4825 71% Street
Urbandale, IA 50322
Phone: 401-9975
witherscott@hotmail,com
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) | Mark Sadtlander Family
Mark & Cyndy

| Danika, Kyra, Karissa, Styles

2574 250" Lane

Windterset, |A
Phone: 462-2553

Ron & Karen Moss Sephen & Nancy Boyd

7917 Briarwood Lane 7908 Briarwood Lane
Urbandae, IA 50322 Urbandale, IA 50322
Phone: 252-7174 Phone: 276-2950

Thomas Duff Pat Drohlich
3904 127" Street 510 NW 97" Street
Urbandale, |IA 50322 Clive, IA 50325

Phone: 224-0769 Phone: 222-0493



Put the Word in Your Mind in ‘09
Did you set any New Year’sresolutions last year? Do you even remember what they were? One of the
keysto making surethat goals become aredlity isto find agroup of peoplewith asimilar goal and work on
it together. We want to make memorizing scripture apriority in 2009 and there's no better way to accom-
plish our goal than to pursue it together as a church family. Whether you' re afirst grader or asenior saint,
WE' re going to encourage you to memorize a verse each week throughout coming year.

Why is memorizing Scripture so essential to the Christian life? Rev. John Piper, of Bethlehem Baptist
Churchin Minneapolis, MN, offersafew compelling reasons:
1. Conformity to Christ. Paul wrote that “we all, . . .beholding the glory of the Lord, are being trans-
formed into the same image from one degree of glory to another” (2 Cor. 3:18)) If we would be changed
into Christ-likeness we must steadily see him. This happens in the word. “ The Lord revealed himself to
Samuel at Shiloh by the word of theLord” (1 Sam. 3:21). Bible memorization hasthe effect of making our gaze
on Jesus steedier and clearer.
2. Daily Triumph over Sin. “How can a young man keep hisway pure? By guarding it according to your
word. . . . | have stored up your word in my heart, that | might not sin against you.” (Ps. 119:9, 11). Paul
said that we must “ by the Spirit . . . put to death the [ sinful] deeds of the body” (Rom.8:13). The one piece
of armor used to kill isthe* sword of the Spirit” whichistheword of God (Eph. 6:17). Assin luresthe body
into sinful action, we call to mind a Christ-revealing word of Scripture and slay the temptation with the
superior worth and beauty of Christ over what sin offers.
3. Communicating the Gospel to Unbelievers. Opportunitiesto share the gospel come when we do not
have the Bible in hand. Actual verses of the Bible have their own penetrating power. And when they come
from our heart, as well as from the Book, the witness is given that they are precious enough to learn. We
should all be ableto sum up the gospel under four main headings (1) God'sholiness/law/glory; 2) man’ssin/
rebellion/disobedience; 3) Christ’s death for sinners; 4) the free gift of life by faith. Learn a verse or two
relating to each of these, and be ready in season and out of season to share them.

Prayerfully consider joining us on this church-wide journey to memorize God’'sWord in 2009. We' d also
like to encourage you to purchase The NIV Fighter Verse Memory Pack ($5.00) at the Welcome Center to
help you along the way. The pack includes more than 500 verses, a handbook, areview verse sleeve, and a
binder for storage. We pray you'll join usin becoming armed with the Word of God!

Fantastic Women'’s Retreat!!!

January 16-17, 2009
Unveiled. Unmasked. Get Real. Livetransformed.
And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into his likeness with
ever-increasing glory, which comes fromthe Lord, who is the Spirit. 2 Cor. 3:18.

Ladies, you'reinvited to a“mask-erade” ball! Many things hinder Christ’s call to usto live authentically
before God and others. We can spend so much energy keeping up appearances and hiding behind carefully
constructed masks. But with unveiled faces, we reflect the Lord’s glory.

Joinwith fellow sistersin Christ for the third annual women’sretreat hosted by Meredith Drive Reformed
Church, and get ready to Get Real. Bring your friends, neighbors, co-workers, teen daughters, aunts,
mothers, and grandmothers—this is a retreat for women of all ages! Retreat location: The Bridge, a
campus of Meredith Drive Reformed Church, 10025 NW 62nd Avenue, Johnston, 1A. Registration: $55/
per person, December 1—January 5. Includes Friday night refreshments, breakfast and lunch on Saturday.
For more information, go to www.meredithdrive.org or talk to Karen Admussen or Sasha Mudlaff.




Presenting . ..
THE SCHEVES

Mark, Erica, Madeline, Lydia and Anna

WELCOME HOME SCHEVES! Mark and Erica have recently re-
turned to lowa after two years living and working in the Indianapolis,
Indiana area. They both are lowa natives and were eager to return to
family, church (Westkirk) and friends.

Mark grew up on afarmin north Lucas County, lowa, with two broth-
ersand onesister. Hegraduated from SE Warren High School. Hethen
enrolled in Central CollegeinPella, 1A.

EricaHayesgrew up on the family farm at Parkersburg, lowa, with two sisters and graduated from Aplington-
Parkersburg High School. Shethen enrolled at Central Collegein Pella, 1A.

You now know wherethey met. They were acquainted as college freshmen, but a closer relationship devel oped
when, in their sophomore year, they both went to England on the study abroad program. Upon their return to
Central, their feelings for one another grew and soon after graduating in the spring of 2000, they were married.
Mark’sdegreeswereinreligion and business. Ericareceived aBA in psychology. Mark found employment with
Allied Insurance here in Des Moines and Erica used her degree of psychology at Lutheran Social Services of
lowauntil becoming afull time mom..

They started searching on theinternet for achurch home. Mark found the Westkirk site and liked what he read
so they visited and were impressed with the interaction among the different age groups, content and style of
worship and music. Mark wasraised in the Catholic Church and EricaBaptist. Worship experienceswith good,
traditional music, which included the organ, made them feel at home. They expressed a great appreciation for
Larry’sorgan playing.

First daughter Madeline was born in 2002 and in 2003 the three Scheves went to Boston. There Mark spent a
year in grad school at Boston College, seeking amastersin political philosophy. They returned to lowain 2004
where he again worked for Allied Insurance and after searching Ankeny for a closer church to attend, they re-
turned to Westkirk.

Second daughter, Lydia, was bornin 2005, and in 2006 they were sent by Allied to work as Sales Director in
Indiana. After two yearsin Noblesville, Indiana, they havereturned, afamily of five because oneyear oldAnnais
their Hoosler “ keepsake.”

John and | enjoyed visiting with the Schevesin their lovely home and meeting Madeline, Lydia, and Anna, the
three beautiful and sweet, blond daughters, who were on their best behavior.

Ericaishomeschooling Madeline not only in scholastics but al so starting to introduce her to the piano. Wewere
blessed to hear a sample of Madeline’stalent when she played aperfect rendition of “Mary Had aLittle Lamb”
for us. Ericawasan accompanist during her college years and wants her girlsto appreciate and enjoy making
music.

Theirsisan active household! Ericahelpswith the three and four year olds on Wednesday nights at the Kirk.
Mark teaches the Financial Peace University class on Thursday evenings and helps out with the new Sunday
School class. When asked about hobbies they both responded, “football (Hawkeye fans) and reading.” Mark
enjoysnon-fiction (history and religion), Ericalikesnovelsandisreading Little House on the Prairieto thegirls.
Mark added hunting (he was |ooking forward to hunting with his brothers that weekend).

Againwe say, “Welcome Hometo your Westkirk family, Mark and Erica. We need your talent and enthusiasm
for involvement in our mission to know Christ and make Him known.” ... by Carolyn Chenoweth



We are so thankful for the safe return of the Mission Team aswell
asthe great experience they encountered at Back2Back Ministry in
Monterey, Mexico. We are planning a church get together so that

SD Oﬂi gh[ they may sharetheir experiences. They have pictures, videosand lots

of comments which they are just eager to share. Keep awatch in the
upcoming bulletins, etc. for adateto join us.

\, 001

>4 : MlSSlOHS Dan Marvin with International Messengersisalso willing to share
W elal N\ the ministry heisinvolved with in teaching Englishin Hungary. The
group that went there for 10 days had an exciting time and could see
God' s hand involved in the peopl e there as they interacted with them. We Praise God for these missionar-
ies, becausethat isindeed what they are, in bringing Christ to peopl e through these English camps. We are
also planning aWednesday evening where Dan wants you to experience some of the local food. It should
be an exciting evening.. Keep watch for this.

Ruth Harbor had an excellent fund-raising banquet in November and had the largest number of sup-
portersturn out for agreat evening. One of the original founders of Ruth Harbor shared her vision that she
and some others had which God made into reality. There was a personal testimony from one of the young
mothersaswell asthe husband who a so made adecision to follow through in keeping hisresponsibility of
afather. God isdefinitely using Mark Mc Dougal and the staff at Ruth Harbor to make an impact on many
expectant mothers, not only with a presentation of the Gospel, but also in helping them in their respective
family situations. Continue to pray for this ministry. Thank you for your support.

Hope Ministries has received their first delivery of warm clothing which you have so graciously sup-
plied. Thanks to Cynthia Fisher for transporting them. Scan away Hunger plates will be passed out in
December and you may have seen them at the local food chains and participated. There are so many
opportunitiesat Hope Ministriesto provide assi stance during thistime of year. Thank you for your participation

For those who are involved in a HouseKirk, you may be looking for ways to serve some of the local
ministries. Freedom for Youth would like to have a group serve a dinner, so please check with Sherie
Whitehead asto any information you might need as well as a date that works out best with you.

FFY. Daveand Karen Eggert aregearing up for the annual Children of Abraham Conferenceto be held
after Christmas and involvestraining internationalsto serve God in their home countries. It isquite astep
of faith for some of these students to attend, and then to share the gospel in face of many dangers and
persecution. Pray for them.

Finally, we want to mention the Samaritan’s Purse Oper ation Christmas Child. We began thisin July,
and were gratified with the response at that time. Now in November we have been amazed at more boxes.
Thanksto Patty Liittschwager and Nicholaswho had two partiesto fill boxes, to Darlene Denison for
wrapping many boxes, to the ladies at Dor cas Cir cle who brought miscellaneous items and filled 15-20
more boxes. At this writing, we are not sure of the total, but we must be near the 200 mark. Somer and
Brad Gillett will go to Minneapolisto help pack the larger boxesfor final shipment to their destinations.
Please pray for al of the children who will receive boxes, that their liveswill be changed with therediza-
tion that GOD LOVES THEM, and they will be open to the gospel message.

Thank You for your part in supporting al of these ministries. Should you have any questions regarding
the Missionsthat we support, please see any one of the Mission Commission members. They are George &
Gail De Graaf, Cynthia Fisher, Somer Gillett, Dan Marvin, Rus & Julie Norem, Wendy Reed, Jerry &
Diane Skinner, Alvin & LoisLundgren Stecker, Larry & SherieWhitehead. ... George De Graaf, Chair






The Story of Stephen Ministry

The Christmas season is full of wonderful stories
of Christmases past, not to mention, the greatest
story of all —the birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus
Christ. Stephen Ministry hasastory to tell aswell.
Wheredid it al begin? It dates back to 1974, with
Kenneth C. Haugk, a pastor and clinical psycholo-
gist of St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church in . Louis,
Missouri. Fresh out of seminary, his strengths and
heart werein caregiving ministry, and he was | ook-
ing forward to making a positiveimpact on his con-
gregation and community by providing pastoral care
to all those experiencing divorce, grief, hospitaliza-
tion, discouragement, and other lifedifficulties.

Very quickly though, he found that the needs for
care by far exceeded that which he alone could pro-
vide. He faced one of a pastor’s greatest frustra-
tions: seeing people slipping through the cracks be-
cause their urgent needs were going unmet. In No-
vember of 1974, he discussed the situation with two
seminary friends over acup of coffee. The conver-
sation turned to Ephesians4 and “ equipping the saints
for the work of ministry.” Haugk realized that God
didn’t intend for a pastor to monopolize ministry.
Rather, God gave all his people gifts for ministry
and one of hisroles as pastor was to equip othersto
usetheir giftsin ministry.

Haugk returned to St. Louis with a plan. In the
coming months herecruited ninelay peoplewho had
the gifts and heart to do caring ministry. He then
used hiscombined backgroundsin theol ogy and psy-
chology to develop atraining program in Christian
caregiving. By March 1975, the nine were commis-
sioned as “ Stephen Ministers.” Thelr first care re-
ceiversincluded awidower, ablind person, ayoung
woman with cancer, a truck driver forced to retire
early, and an inactive member struggling with faith
issues. Theimpact? Tunein next month to hear, as
they say, therest of the story!

Thank You Note. ..
Hey Guys— Thanks so much for your package! |
was in dire need of snacks and gum — and that co-
coa! The note was great and the whole thing really
brightened myday!  Thanks,

Caitlin[Miller]

e

_RIIEW LIFE A

What’safelucca? A loose woolen cloak worn by
Arabmen? Anagricultura tool, likeapickaxe, used
inIndia? A small coastal boat used inthe Mediterra-
nean? Where would you look to find the correct
meaning or description of aword like felucca? A
dictionary, right? Sure, dictionaries typicaly help
us to discover the true meaning of aword.

What about a word like Christmas? The dictio-
nary says, “ Theannua festival of the Christian church
commemorating the birth of Jesus, celebrated on
December 25 and now generally observed asalegal
holiday and an occasion for exchanging gifts.” Well,
the dictionary definition helps, but it doesn’'t give
many details or much information. To find the real
meaning of Christmaswe will need to dig deeper.

Thetrue meaning of Christmas easily escapes many
of uswhilewe re stuffing stockings, wrapping gifts,
and replacing the batteries in our Christmas sweat-
ers, but not thisyear! 1'd like to challenge you to
not lose sight of the simplicity of Christmas amidst
the complexity of the season. Take time to share
family devotions, sing Christmas carols and read
scripture together, or do whatever you need to do
to make sure that Christ is at the forefront of your
mind this Christmas season.

Are you a high school student? If not, then this
isn't for you. If so, please consider joining us for
one, or al, of these upcoming gatheringsfor 9"-12"
grade students throughout December:

12/7 New Life, 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. at Westkirk
Topic: Christmas Around the World
12/14  New Life, 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. at Westkirk

Topic: Giving to Others
12/21  Christmas Sweater Party. 6:30t0 8:00 p.m.
at Westkirk
Topic: The First Christmas
12/26-27Shop & Ski Trip, Minneapolis, MN.
Call Pastor Steve to sign-up today!!

12/28 No New Life



Children’s Ministry

Westkirk has many opportunitiesthis month for your children to learn about God, worship him with song,
and share the good news with others:

December 3: Dressrehearsd for ChrissmasPlay. Itisvery important that everyoneinvolvedinthe play bethere.
December 7: Kidsof the Kingdom sing during the worship service.

December 10: WOW Dinner Theatre presented by the children and BLAST. What doesthe Armor of God
have to do with Christmas? Come find out! Jerry & Sandy Tuinstra wrote an original play that includes
armor that the children have made, Christmas carols, and the Christmas story. Dinner will beavailableinthe
Great Hall from 5:45-6:30 p.m. followed by the Christmas Program in the sanctuary. Dessert will be served
inthe Hospitality Room following the ChristmasPlay. Noteto parents: Childreninvolved inthe play need
to be finished eating and in the lounge by 6:15 p.m. in order to put on costumes..

December 14: Sunday Night at the Kirk, 6:30 p.m. Did you know that there is children’s programming
during Sunday Night at the Kirk? Children ages 3-12 are dismissed after the worship songs to learn about
Talking with God. In the past six months we have discussed why we pray, what is prayer, and how we pray.
Last month we acted out the story of the centurion who told Jesus about his sick servant, and we learned
that we pray with faith. On December 14 we will look at another way we pray.

December 17: All agesareinvited to eat alight supper at church from 5:15-6:00 p.m. followed by caroling
at several senior centerswhere membersof our churchlive. At 6:15 p.m. wewill sing at Silvercrest. Then at
6:45 wewill go to the health center at Deerfield. At 7:15 p.m. we will conclude our caroling at The Village
at Legacy Point. There will be no classesthat evening so everyone can participate in thisfamily fun annual
tradition.

December 21: Kids Own Worship will sing during the worship service.

We appreciate all your cell phone and recycling donations. Last month we earned $20 for the children’s
ministry and also hel ped be good stewards of our environment. Keep bringing in your used cell phonesand
put them in my office. Any aluminum cans, plastic bottles and glass can be put in the two garbage cans
located in the west wing entrance. Thank you!

May your Christmas season be atime of magnifying the Lord like never before. He hasbrought usasavior
whose light shines within us and gives us peace, hope, and love!
... Karen Admussen, Director of Children’s Ministry

Thank You Very Much!
Wonderful sounds, sights and smellsfilled the Great Hall when the Westkirk family and friends gathered
on Thanksgiving Day. What agreat feast as we enjoyed the warm fellowship of our “family.”

Sincere thanksto Larry Kussatz and Chuck Heitbrink for organizing and preparing this annual dinner
for the eleventh time. And thanksto their helpers Terry and KrisThompson, John Schwien, Barb Earles
and Dean Teeter. Kevin, Rachel, Madeline, and M eredith Heer served the guests. On hand to set tables
on Thanksgiving Eve were Gail and George De Graaf, Lou Heitbrink and Marillyn McCullouch.

Then came Greening of theKirk. A hard working crew gathered on Sunday afternoon, November 23 to
decorate Westkirk for Advent. A big Thank You to Audrene Hansen who organized the project and to all
who helped make things look bright and beautiful to celebrate the birth of our Lord.
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