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It's Good to See a Project Come Together

Isn’t it good to see a project cometogether? What afeeling of satisfaction —especially after many months
of meetingsto plan and organize. Along with Rev. Ron Burcham, my colleague from Gloria Dei Lutheran
Church, I haverepresented the Urbandale Ministerial Alliance on atask force determinedto see the need for
food assistance met for Urbandal e residents who are experiencing a crisis or economic downturn in their
lives. It has been agreat journey, but all the better now that the fruit of our laborisin bloom. After ayear
of planning and waiting on the Lord to put all the pieces together, the food pantry will open its doors on
October 15.

How did it get started? Well, last fall, Julie Fugenschuh, arepresentative from St. Pius' Pastor’s Council,
was the guest at our ministerial meeting and showed us the results of their recent study on issues of social
justicein our community. We discovered that: over 16% (568 children) of Urbandal e public school students
receive free and reduced lunches, and 104 section 8 housing unitsare located in our city. But here wasthe
most telling news: thereisno human services officein Urbandale and all human serviceinquiriesfrom our
city were handled by the city of West Des Moines—to thetune of 764 residentsin 2006. St. Pius surveyed
those 764 names and 64% of those who returned their survey indicated that food was their primary need.
Theresult? The pastors of the churches in Urbandal e and Mayor Bob Andeweg and the City Council met
together and agreed to form a partnership to provide food assistance to our neighbors. Wow! It isgreat to
see the local government and the local congregations work together for the good of the community! A
winning combination.

The Urbandal e Food Pantry will be run by the long established Urbandal e Caring Corps—increasing their
visibility in the community, and enlargingthe services they provide. Not only will their board oversee the
entire operation of this non-profit organization, but a special board to work with the food pantry is aso
being formed. In order to accommodate all the parties in this government/ecumenical church opportunity,
the following mission statement was adopted: The Urbandale Food Pantry is a collabor ative commu-
nity effort to reach out to-eur neighbors and provide food assistance with dignity and compassion.
The pantry will be located on Douglas Avenue in the Cedar Ridge shops and offices complex (adjacent to
Medicap Pharmacy), with convenient, bus-line access. We expect to serve 300-350 Urbandal e households
weekly with afive-day supply of pre-packaged, nutritionally balanced meals, from food donated by churches
like ours to the DMARC food pantry distribution center.

How can you help? Our own MarshaRai sch has been instrumental in devel oping the communication plan
for this effort, but ongoing help will be needed. You or your HouseKirk could volunteer to serve at the
pantry; upfront requestsfor office supplies, acomputer, and furniture must befulfilled; along with driversto

(Continued on Page 4)
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The Session
Moderator - Michael Mudlaff

Class of 2008
George De Graaf
Chuck Heitbrink

RonLong

Kevin Riggins

Class of 2009
Kevin Heer
Marv Nugteren
Barb Springer
Kirk Yentes

Class of 2010
Rick Eyerly
Jerry Tuinstra
Melinda Turnbull

Clerk of Session - Robin Riggins
Treasurer - Chris Brown
Assistant Treasurer - Aaron Pieper
Commission ChairPersons
Christian Education - Jerry Tuinstra
Evangelism/Fellowship - Van Harden
House and Grounds - Ron Long
Missions - George De Graaf
Stewardship - Chuck Heitbrink
Worship - Kevin Riggins

Board of Deacons
Class of 2008
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Dianne Glanzer
Bette Jones
Fran Nugteren
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Class of 2009
Marilyn Long
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3 e Nick & Molly Benson
10 e Kevin& Vicki Bone
15 John & Regi Donaldson
17 e, Rod & Cindy Welsher
21 John & MarciaKirkeby
Condolences

We extend our deepest sympathy

to Betty Reedquist on the loss of
her daughter, Christine Paskins,
who died on Sunday, August 24 in
DesMoines.

Our condolencesto M arilyn and
Ron Longonthelosssof Marilyn's
aunt, Loretta Wright who died on
Tuesday, August 26 in DesMoines.
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Thought for the Day . ..
We don’t change God’'s
message—Hismessage changesus.
.. . submitted by Mary Watkins



xne
Bulletin Boar

Wednesday
Thursday

Sunday
Monday
Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday

Sunday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Sunday
Monday
Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday

Sunday

Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday

October Activities — See related articles in this issue.
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WOW, supper, 5:45 p.m.; Alpha, JavaJoe's 6:00 p.m.; Choir, 7:30 p.m.
Financial Peace University, 6:30 p.m.
Reformation Celebration Planning Committee meeting, 7:00 :p.m.
Women’sBible Study (Yentes), 7:00 p.m.
Prayer Shawl Ministry, 7:00 p.m.
* * % % %
Sunday School; Explorers, 9:00 am.;Worship Service, 10:30 am.
Commissionsmeeting, 7:00 p.m.
Women’sBible Sudy (M udlaff), 9:00 am.
Sephen Ministry, 6:30 p.m.
WOW, supper 5:45 p.m.; Alpha, Java Joe's, 6:00 p.m.; Choir, 7:30 p.m.
DorcasCircle, 1:00 p.m.
Financial Peace University, 6:30 p.m.
Women’sBible Sudy (Yentes) 7:00 p.m.
* * % % %
Sunday School; Explorers, 9:00 am.;
Wor ship Service/Communion, 10:30
Sunday Night at the Kirk, 6:30 p.m.
Women’sBible Sudy (M udlaff), 9:00 am.
New Light meeting, 6:30 p.m.
Sephen Ministry training, 6:30 p.m.
Articlesfor November Shepherddue
WOW, supper 5:45 p.m.; Alpha, Java Jo€'s, 6:00 p.m.; Choir, 7:30 p.m.
Financial Peace University, 6:30 p.m.
Women’sBible Sudy (Yentes) 7:00 p.m.
* * % % %

Sunday School;Explorers, 9:00 am.; Wor ship Service, 10:30 am.
Session/Deacons M eeting, 7:00 p.m.
Women’sBible Sudy (Mudlaff), 9:00 am.
TheClan (HouseKirk), 1:00 p.m.
Sephen Ministry training, 6:30 p.m.
WOW, supper 5:45 p.m.; Alpha, Java Joe's, 6:00 p.m.; Choir, 7:30 p.m.
Financial Peace University, 6:30 p.m.
Women’sBible Sudy (Yentes) 7:00 p.m.

* * % % %
Sunday School, 9:00 am.;
Reformation Sunday/Wing Dedication Wor ship Service, 10:30 am.
Sunday School Showcase/Celebration Dinner, after worship
Women’sBible Sudy (M udlaff), 9:00 am.
BagpipersL uncheon, 1:00 p.m., Chicago Speakeasy
Sephen Ministry training, 6:30 p.m.
New Light meeting, 6:30 p.m.
WOW, supper 5:45 p.m.; Alpha, Java Joe's, 6:00 p.m.; Choir, 7:30 p.m.
Financial Peace University, 6:30 p.m.
Women’sBible Sudy (Yentes) 7:00 p.m.



Dorcas Circle

Thursday, October 9 all ladies of the church and
their guests are invited to come to Dorcas Circle at
1:00 p.m. in the Hospitality Room. L ou Heitbrink
will beleading usin afaith lesson called “Wet Feet”
fromthe DV D series Faith Lessons of the Promised
Land: Crossroads of the World.

Dessert and beverages will be provided by Fran
Nugteren and Karen Admussen. Pleasejoin usfor
faith, food, and fellowship.

(Continued from Page 1)

deliver food and stock shelves; and workersto re-
model the leased property. And of course, we all
can continueto give food and monetary donations
to our quarterly Deacon food drives.

This has been an exciting opportunity for meto
finally discover how al thediversity of thechurches
and clergy in our community can come together
and unite with our common goal of serving the
people of our city for the sake of the Gospel of
Jesus Christ. Thanksfor alowing meto serveyou!

Pastor Michael

N
EsMatthew 25:37 Then the righteouswill aiswer i,
saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed
you, or thirsty and give you drink? % And when did
we seeyou a stranger and welcome you, or naked and
clothe you? * And when did we see you sick or in
prison and visit you?' “ And the King will answer
them, ‘Truly, | say to you, as you did it to one of the

least of these my brothers, you did it to me’

From the Stewardship Commission

August was another exciting month for Westkirk.
Giving was over $40,000, afirst for non-year-end
months! We did have several unusual and non-
recurring expensesthis month. For example, awater
bill to irrigate our new sod that exceeded $2,000.
However, our total expenses only exceeded our
ingathering by lessthan $1,500.

In the next few months the budgeting process for
2009 will begin. Commissionswill be planning their
yearly schedule and submitting their requested
budgetary needs. November 23 is designated as
Pledge Sunday, the day we will make our financial
commitment for theyear 2009. Your pledge, known
only to the church treasurer and the Lord, will be
thefinal step in preparing our budget for next year.
Look for more information concerning your
opportunity to servethe ministry at Westkirk in next
month’s Shepherd and in the church bulletin.

... Chuck Heitbrink, Sewardship Chair

New Light Depression Support Group
According to the Surgeon General, one in every
five Americans experiencesamental disorder in any
givenyear. Theseillnesses of the brain can affect all
of usregardless of age, gender, economic status, or
ethnicity. Nearly all of us have been touched in
some way by mental illness, yet individuals and
families continue to suffer in silence because they
are not receiving the support they desperately need.

If you are dealing with depression or anxiety, or if
you are a caregiver to someone who is suffering, |
encourage you to visit our New Light Depression
Support Group. Wemeet on the 2" and 4" Tues-
days of each month from 6:30—7:30 p.m. in the
Lounge at Westkirk.

| can guaranteeyou will feel welcomeinthisgroup
asyou have an opportunity to shareyour feelingsin
aconfidential environment. You may also find that
othersinthegroup have experienced similar struggles
intheir lives.

Please check usout. Our meetingsthismonth are
on October 14 and October 28.
. .. Dianne Glanzer, Facilitator




Where Is Your Tartan
Square?!!

Remember, you will need to
bring your family tartan to church
on Reformation Sunday for the
Blessing of the Tartans Cer-
emony (Do you know where you
stored it for safe-keeping last fall?).
Thisis atradition begun at West-
kirk afew years ago.

For newcomers, stop at the Wel-
come Center soon to pick up asix-
inch plaid square, then in the cen-
ter of the square, embroider,
appliqué or iron the first letter of
your surname. (Go ahead, ask a
friend if you need help!) Family
tartans will be blessed during the
worship service on the 26,

Your Help Needed to

Make Desserts

On Reformation Sunday, Oc-
tober 26, we expect to serve din-
ner for 300!.
S0000, your
helpisneeded
to prepare
homemade
desserts.

A signup
sheet will be
posted in the Hospitality Room.
Regi Donaldson is coordinating
thiseffort, so you may call her for
further details (276-6263).

formation Day

A Family Day of Celebration is coming to Westkirk Presbyterian
Church on Sunday, October 26. We look forward to an exciting day
beginning with Sunday School at 9:00 am. Van Harden's adult class
will meet in the Sanctuary, while Dan Marvin'sgroup will gather inthe
Lounge. The children will meet in their brand new classroomsin the
East Wing.

Next comes Worship at 10:30 a.m. emphasizing Westkirk’s reformed
theology. The traditional Blessing of the Tartans* will remind us of
our Scottish heritage. Part of the service will be devoted to a dedica-
tion service for our newly completed East Wing and recognition of
some of the leaders who guided us through this year’s journey (The
ground-breaking ceremony was on September 17, 2007). Wewill wel-
come many of our charter members, including founding pastor Wayne
Hoffman and hiswife Helga. Thiswill beaday of recollection, looking
forward, and reflection.

Immediately following worship therewill betwo specia eventsgoing
on simultaneously. (1)You areinvited to tour the East Wing where
the children will proudly showcase their activitiesin their new class-
rooms. They have made a specia effort to prepare for your visit, so be
sureto check out their handiwork. (2)ThereisaFall Festival of Food
planned for you inthe Great Hall. Bevery sureyou include both in
your Family Day at Westkirk.

And, the menu for dinner includes:
Roasted Port Loin
Hamburgers & Buns
Buttered Parsley Potatoes
Kirk Green Beans
Harvest Slaw
Assorted Breads
A Dessert Buffet
Beverages

There are no tickets for this event. However a free-will offering to
benefit the furnishing of the new wing will be accepted.

Please note that transpor tation to and from church will be provided
on request. Just be sureto advise the church office (253-0330) no later
than noon on Wednesday, October 22.

*Qur version of the ancient Kirkin’ o' the Tartans Ceremony, an old Highland
custom which had to be performed in secret during the 18" century. Watch the
church bulletin for additional information.



Fal isin the air, cool weather is back and so we look forward
with some anticipation to the winter season ahead. We may want
N to put it off in our thoughts and concentrate on the“ Day at Hand”
s \ . whichisokay. However, there are several Mission programsthat
‘\ DO[ g I are gearing up so that they are prepared to handle the needs for

\ RN e cold weather which they know will come. Go out and enjoy the
SS]OHS changing colors of the trees, enjoy the raking of the leaves and
even jump in afew piles with your children or grandchildren...
Enjoy the apple cider and the picking of apples as this is the
season for al of that. And whileyou are doing that, reflect on the
blessings that God has provided for you and your loved ones.
There are many even in this great country who have physical needs. We support the following Christian

based organizations which provide clothing and food, but they also reach out with the Gospel of Jesus Christ
to those who come for assistance.

HOPE MINISTRIES: The Mission Commission will start collecting warm clothing for “ The Great
Coverup” program, which is aministry to supply clothing and the good news of Jesus Christ to thosein
need. We will also be collecting paper goods for them, so if you see any bargains on paper towels, tissue
paper, etc., pick up some extrafor donating.
FREEDOM FOR YOUTH: You may want to help out here by serving a dinner for the youth with your
HouseKirk. Check with amember of the Mission Commission for information.
RUTH HARBOR: Theyoung girlswho are supported by this ministry can most certainly useyour prayers
asthey are making decisions about their future with anew child. Pray for their parents, relativesand friends
asthey wrestlewith the various options. Mark and the team at Ruth Harbor provide both spiritual assistance
and practical advice.
OTHER MISSION NOTES: Jessica Duff (Wycliffe SEED Translator s) We Praise God and rejoice that
Jessicaisfeeling better after her bout with Malaria. Pray for upcoming trips and training campsthat shewill
attend. Brian & Heather Hanneman, and Brett and Micki Srait, (Navigators) They arein full swing
with the college students. Keep them in prayer as they witness to many at University of Colorado. Karen
and Dave Eggert (Campus Crusade For Christ) At ISU, CCC put on an Orientation Week for Interna-
tional Students which was supported by the University. That helped in supporting the work in which Dave
and Karen areinvolved. We Praise God for that opportunity. Gary De Graaf in France, (Greater Europe
Mission) Gary reportson the Churchin Tours, that they will have adedication service of their new building,
inviting the mayor and others as the work is growing.Gary islooking ahead to starting anew work in Lille
in northern France.
MEXICO MISSION TRIP: November isaround the corner!!!! That iswhen the Mission team will be
heading down to Monterey, Mexico. Rus and Julie Norem have been working overtime getting all of the
necessary paperwork in, filling out forms, obtaining the best airfares, as well as making sure all of the
necessary health requirements and passportsarein hand for thistrip. The Mission Commission has set aside
athird of the cost for thistrip from the special projectsfund. The Mission Team has hel ped theraising of the
second portion of their cost. Individuals from the congregation have helped in the support of this trip as
well. Many thanksto all of you for supporting thiseffort. So far we have the possibility of 12 personsgoing.
Keep them in your prayers.
Thank You for your part in supporting al of these ministries. Should you have any questions regarding the
missions that we support, please see any one of the Mission Commission. They are: George & Gail De
Graaf, CynthiaFisher, Somer Gillett, Dan Marvin, Rus & Julie Norem, Wendy Reed, Jerry & Diane Skinner,
Alvin & LoisLundgren Stecker, Larry & Sherie Whitehead.

George De Graaf, Chair



Presenting

Aaron and Jodi Pieper

When you have exciting, happy news, you want to shout it from the
highest rooftop, or proclaim it in the Shepherd. So now, hear this!
Aaron and Jodi Pieper will welcome anew member into their family at
the end of April, 2009. The welcoming committee will include older
sister Alicia (Ali) aimost 5 and older-sister-in-waiting Maya, age 20
months. Congratul ationsto this growing family!

Aaron and Jodi are ardent Cyclone fans, as a prominent, but taste-
fully stated front-lawn ornament attests. Once inside the tidy, bright
Urbandale home, where the large windows seem to bring the outdoors
inside, but without the pesky gnats, mosquitoes or humidity, hints about the family are seen on thewallsin
prints by popular artist, P. Buckley Moss. One hasfour brightly dressed little girlsand reflects mom and her
three sisters. Two other prints, in poster style, are quiet reminders of time spent in Illinois (a small, white
church which was near their home) and in lowa (the Terrace Hill mansion in Des M oines).

Married seven years, Aaron and Jodi have known each other al their livesin their hometown of Westside,
lowa, attending the United Church of Westside and at Ar-We-Va School, so called for the three combined
towns of Arcadia, Westside and Vail. The two became friendsin their confirmation classin junior high and
started dating during their college years while Aaron attended lowa State University, class of 1998 (Fi-
nance), and Jodi attended Buena Vista University, class of 1999 (Corporate Communications).

After graduation, Aaron’s career took him to Chicago and ajob at CDW, acomputer reseller. A year | ater,
Jodi too moved to Chicago, working for Caremark, a prescription benefit company. They married in 2001.
Realizing theimportance of family after they started their own, they moved back to lowa. Aaron started to
work for Check Point Software, selling security software to computer resellers from home. Jodi continued
to work for Caremark, also from home, but she changed career paths following the birth of Maya. She
became a stay-at-home mom and an in-home day care provider.

Starting a family gives many of us an impetus to be more grounded in our faith, and so Aaron and Jodi
visited several churchesto find “afit.” They joined Westkirk in June 2006, citing thefriendly people, Pastor
Michael’s teaching sermons, the traditional service and the church’s clean-lined architecture. Seeing the
church for thefirst time, Jodi exclaimed, “I can seeAli getting married in this church!” (Perhaps Mayaand
the next member of the family, too).

Aaron serves as assistant treasurer at Westkirk, and Jodi is nursery coordinator for scheduling parent
helpers and has been involved in Vacation Bible School for the past three years. Both are participantsin
Alphathisfall. Any freetimeis spent with family, friends, and church activities, an occasional round of golf
and, of course, Cyclonefootball games.

Let's keep Aaron, Jodi, Ali and Mayain our prayers as we await the arrival of the new member to their
family and to our church family.
... by Regi Donaldson



4 Men, 2 Women Set to Begin

Stephen Minister Training

Caring Ministry at Westkirk Presbyterian Church will be expanding
soon, as six of our members have begun Stephen Minister training. At
the completion of their training in February, they will be commissioned
as Stephen Ministers. They will then join the three active Stephen
Ministers in providing on-to-one care to individuals experiencing
difficultiesinlife.

“Thetrainingisexcellent. The skillsour Stephen Ministerslearn and
practice preparethemto provideavery highlevel of Christian caregiving.
Thetraining isintense because it explores some seriouslifeissues, but
it is also a growth producing and enjoyable experience,” says Pastor
Michael. The 50 hours of Stephen Ministry training is broken down
into twenty 2 1/2-hour sessionsthat are being held on Tuesday evenings
here at Westkirk. Among the training topics are:

* Fedlings: Yours, Mine, and Ours

* TheArtof Listening

» Distinctively Christian Caring

* Assertiveness. Relating Gently and Firmly

* Maintaining Boundariesin Caregiving

* Confidentiaity

* Ministering to Those Experiencing Grief

» Caringfor People Before, During, and After Hospitalization

“We are excited to facilitate thetraining,” says Carolyn Eyerly. “One
of the exciting things about being a Stephen Leader is learning right
along with the Stephen Ministers. We expect to learn a lot about
caregiving, but we know that it will also be a time of personal and
spiritual growth for al of us. Our trainees are really in for a neat
experience.”

Members of this new training classare: Mary Arnold, Steve Brown,
Tom Duff, Russ Harrison, John Schwien, and LindaWilde. Westkirk
will have trained 11 members as Stephen Ministers since beginning
Stephen Ministry in 2007. More than a quarter-million people have
gone through Stephen Ministry training in more than 7,000 churches
worldwide sincethe ministry beganin 1975. We areexcited to provide,
yet another way to help us provide distinctively Christian care to our
congregation, as well as people from the community. People whose
needs might otherwise slip through the cracks will come face to face
with Jesus' love through their Stephen Minister. Our new class will
help KNOW CHRIST AND MAKE HIM KNOWN to that many more
lives.

Pleaselift up thetraining classin your prayersover the coming months
and watch for regular training class updatesin the newd etter and Sunday
bulletin. The Leadersare: Karen Breeding, Rick and Carolyn Eyerly,
Pastor Michael Mudlaff and Elly Smith

New Phone Number
GeorgeFalk
1-252/443-3999
Ask for Room 309
George really enjoys phone
callsand newsabout hisfriends
at Westkirk. Pick up the phone

and givehim aring.

Address Changes
Cody Raisch
CoeCollege
GM.U. 804

1220 1% Ave., N.E.

Cedar Rapids, |A 52402

Sean Raisch
CoeCollege
GM.U. 865
1220 1% Ave., N.E.
Cedar Rapids, |A 52402

Lindsay (Michael) Brown
3429 66" .
Urbandale, |A 50322
cell: 515/306-8812

Happy Birth Day!

It's another grandchild for Van
and Denise Harden. Luke and
Courtney Harden are the proud
parents of new baby girl.

Youth Room Work Day:

Saturday, October 4

The new youth room is nearly
completed and we will be work-
ing on some of the finishing
touches on Saturday, October 4
from 8 am. until Noon. Please
mark your calendarsif you'd like
tojoinus. If you have questions,
please call Pastor Steve at the
church office.



Thank You Notes . ..
Westkirk Presbyterian Church,

| want to thank all of you at “ the
Kirk” for your warm hospitality
and generous support. It makes
our frequent tripsto see family in
lowa possible, and it isalways an
extra blessing to shareinworship
with you. | pray for your
continuing prosperity and growth,
and, God willing, we' Il seeyou by
Easter!!

Much love—
The [Jason] Jones Family

Westkirk Presbyterian Church,
Thank you for your
thoughtfulness. Your generosity
and support during this difficult
timeis greatly appreciated.
Sncerely,
The Family of Betty Winter
[Christine Kinney’sMother]

Dear Westkirk Presbyterian
Church Family,

The family of Loretta Wright
acknowledges with deep
appreciation your kind expression
of sympathy.

Thank you for the beautiful plant
in memory of our Grandma/Aunt.
We appreciated your thoughtful
gesture so much

Joel & Selma Swanson Family

Westkirk Presbyterian,
Thank you for the Gift
Certificate.
Mark Dauterive

Westkirk Family,

Ron and Marilyn thank each and
everyone of you who sent cards,
gave hugs and cared in the recent
loss of Marilyn’s Aunt. The plant
that was sent from Westkirk was
beautiful. God had gained another
beautiful lady to sing his praises.

Thank you again!,
Ron and Marilyn Long

Dinner Concert Tickets on Sale

It may seem a hit early to start making
December plans, but tickets go quickly for
theannual ChristmasDinner Concert pre-
sented by the Westkirk Choir. Mark you cal-
endar for Satur day, December 13 and make
plans to invite friends to come along with
you (perhapsan early Christmasgift, athank-
you gesture, a gift for someone hard to buy
for).

Thisevent isback by popular request—a holiday candlelight dinner
with singing waiters, cooks, bussers, etc., all done by Westkirk Choir
members. Thisis a fund raising effort by the choir for outreach
ministry.

A gourmet dinner is planned with these entrees:

Skewered grilled shrimp with fruit salsa $20
Suffed chicken breast in puff pastry $20
Siced beef tenderloin with Madeira

wine sauce $24

If you are looking for abargain, why not gather friends and purchase
atable (which seats up to eight) for a specia price of $150.

After dinner, therewill be entertainment by the choir. They will present
the cantata Emmanuel—God with Us, arranged and composed by
Lloyd Larson. Thisisaservice of Lessonsand Carols.

For anyone who doesn’t care to drive at night, transportation will be
provided. A Westkirk chauffeur will pick you up at your door and make
areturn trip after the evening’s event. Just request this service when
purchasing your tickets.

Tickets go on sale Sunday, October 19 at the Welcome Center be-
fore and after worship. Please remember that payment is required to
hold your reservation. You also will need to specify entreesat that time.

The choir looks forward to entertaining you on December 13. We
can only accommodate up to 96 diners. Don’t be disappointed. Get
your tickets early. This will be a festive, fun-filled evening that you
won't want to miss.

If you have questions, please call Larry Kussatz (577-6101), Chuck
Heitbrink (238-1824) or Lou Heitbrink (254-9982).
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CookiccWalk
Westkirk’s Third Annual Cookie
Walk is coming soon. It will be held

on Saturday, December 9.

We need lots and lots of Cookies. We
hope the weather is better than last
year and that we will have the room
filled with buyers.

More information will be in the
Shepherd and church bulletins as the
date gets closer.

There will be a signup sheet for cookie
bakers and helpers for that day start-
ing in October. Look for it in the Hos-
pitality Room. For more informa-
tion: Contact Reggie Donaldson
(276-6263) or Nyleve Taylor (314-
3252 after 4:00 p.m.).

Get all your good cookie recipes out
and let’s make this a big success.

Thank you,
Evangelism/Fellowship Commission

Thanksgiving at Westkirk

Yes, the Westkirk chefswill be prepar-
ing the annual Thanksgiving family-style
feast on Thursday, November 27. Look
for details on menu, reservations, etc. in

the November Shepherd.

Pastor Steve Takes on a New Role
at Church (and at Home)

Greetings Westkirk Family,

God has certainly blessed Stefanie and methisyear,
no more than with the arrival of our sweet little
Elliette. Nearly three monthsold now, Ellieishedlthy,
strong, and such anincredible blessing in our lives—
praise God! Of course, the arrival of our little one
has created the need for alittle change at home. After
much personal prayer and discussion with Pastor
Michael, | have decided to take on a part-time role
here at church (which began in September) so that |
can stay home with Ellie during the day.

So how will my role at church change? | will still
be |leading the senior high youth group, directing Al-
pha, filling in from time to time in the pulpit, and
doing home visits, but will not be available as much
during the day at church (of course, Ellieand | can
still be reached anytime at home, so pleasefed free
to call anytime to see how we'redoing). | alsowill
be stepping away from leading the HouseKirk min-
istry, but will continue to assist HouseKirk leaders
whenever possible.

Stefanie and | are very excited about these new
changesin our lifetogether and feel so very blessed
to have the opportunity to have Ellie at home with
me during the day. We are very thankful for all of
you who have offered your help and advice and we
look forward to continuing to serve God together
with all of you in our family at Westkirk.

Grace and peace,

Pastor Steve



Upcoming Senior High Events

10/4
10/5
10/12
10/19
10/26

Youth Room Work Day, 8 am. to Noon
Youth Group, 6:30 to 8 p.m.

Sunday Night at the Kirk, Dinner, 5to 8 p.m.
Youth Group, 6:30 to 8 p.m.

Corn Maze, Geider Farm, Ankeny, 6:30t0 8

* Meet at Westkirk at 6:30 pm.

Pastor Steve and the senior high youth would like
to thank Chuck Heitbrink and Terry Thompson for
helping makeour trip to L ake Panoramaso much fun!!

~ 1 Children's Ministry

Fall classesarein session and the children are busy
studying the Bible, memorizing verses, and learning
how to apply God's Word to their lives. | am very
thankful to all the parents, teachers, and hel perswho
make Children’s Ministry possible. We appreciate
having our own classroom space, too!

This month we look forward to a BLAST retreat
at Riverside camp on October 18-19, aunique visit
by John Calvin on Reformation Sunday (October 26),
and a special Halloween celebration at WOW on
October 29.

Please take a moment to pray for the children at
Westkirk and their teachers. Pray also that God
would use each event to draw more children closer
to Him.

Sunday School:
Ages3-First Grade: KarenAdmussen, LindaWilde
2nd-4th Grade: Brian Dixon, Eric Willcox
5th-6th Grade: Darrell & LindaAldrich

WOW:
3 & 4 Year Olds. EricaScheve, Sasha Mudlaff
Kindergarten-2nd Grade: Nancy Schmidt, Jennie
Meza
3rd-6th Grade: Jerry & Sandy Tuinstra, Lee &
MelindaTurnbull
BLAST: 7th-9th Grade: Amanda Carlson

Kid’s Own Wor ship: Sasha Mudlaff
Kidsof the Kingdom: GloriaHuyser
... Karen Admussen,
Director of Children's Ministry

WOW...A Ballon Launch!
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